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KANSAS CITY, Mo. — A Kansas City, Missouri woman was arrested today following an
indictment by a federal grand jury charging her with defrauding the United States
government by fraudulently obtaining pandemic benefits.

Tiffanie Foster, 48, was charged with two counts of wire fraud for fraudulently receiving
pandemic funds in the form of a Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan and
unemployment benefits. The indictment alleges that Foster submitted altered tax and
bank documents and made fraudulent statements to obtain both the PPP loan and the
unemployment benefits. At the time of the fraud, Foster was employed full-time as a
customer service representative with the Social Security Administration (SSA).

The Pandemic Response Accountability Committee identified a list of SSA employees
whose personal identifying information had been used to apply for loans or benefits.
Foster was identified on that list as obtaining several pandemic assistance loans and
unemployment benefits. In July of 2020, Foster applied for unemployment benefits
through the state of Michigan even though she was a resident of Missouri and fully
employed by SSA. In total, she received over $30,000 in unemployment benefits during
2020 and 2021. In early 2021, Foster applied for a PPP loan for her business. As part of
her application, she also provided an altered tax form 1040 Schedule C and an altered
bank statement for her business showing an inflated balance amount. This $20,833 loan
was ultimately forgiven by the Small Business Administration.

The charges contained in this indictment are simply accusations, and not evidence of
guilt. Evidence supporting the charges must be presented to a federal trial jury, whose
duty is to determine guilt or innocence.



Under federal statutes, if convicted, Foster is subject to a sentence of up to 20 years in
federal prison without parole and three years of supervised release on each count. The
maximum statutory sentence is prescribed by Congress and is provided here for
informational purposes, as the sentencing of the defendant will be determined by the
court based on the advisory sentencing guidelines and other statutory factors. A
sentencing hearing will be scheduled after the completion of a presentence
investigation by the United States Probation Office.

This case is being prosecuted by Special Assistant U.S. Attorney Amanda K. Hanson. It
was investigated by the Social Security Administration’s Office of the Inspector General
and the Department of Labor’s Office of the Inspector General.
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