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Jonesboro man sentenced to 24 months in prison for
FEMA fraud

SHREVEPORT, La. — United States Attorney Stephanie A. Finley announced that a Jonesboro
man was sentenced Monday to 24 months in prison for obtaining FEMA grants for a fire department
so that he could then sell his company’s products to it.

Curtis Roller, 60, of Jonesboro, La., was sentenced by U.S. District Judge S. Maurice Hicks Jr. on one
count of wire fraud after illegally obtaining Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) grants
and making false statements on worker compensation forms. He also was sentenced to three years of
supervised release and was ordered to pay $403,355 restitution. According the guilty plea, Roller
submitted false information on a grant application on May 9, 2009 to FEMA so that the Jackson
Parish Ward 3 Fire Protection District was eligible to receive federal funds, which could be used to
purchase equipment from his company, Louisiana Firefighting Services. It is against FEMA rules and
policies for a grant writer to financially benefit from money awarded.

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security, U.S. Postal Service-Office of Inspector General and the
U.S. Department of Labor-Office of Inspector General conducted the investigation. Assistant U.S.
Attorney Earl M. Campbell prosecuted the case.



