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Deshawn Oshaea Campbell, 36, of Citrus Heights, pleaded guilty today to being a felon
in possession of a firearm and mail fraud, Acting U.S. Attorney Michele Beckwith
announced.

According to court documents, between June 2020 and December 2020, Campbell and
Rochelle Pasley, 34, of Citrus Heights, conspired to defraud by filing fraudulent
unemployment insurance claims with the California Employment Development
Department (EDD) seeking Pandemic Unemployment Assistance benefits under the
CARES Act. During the conspiracy, the defendants obtained the identifying information
of other individuals and used their identities to submit dozens of fraudulent claims. The
claims represented, among other things, that the claimants had recently lost
employment or were unable to find employment due to the COVID-19 pandemic. These
claims were fraudulent because, for instance, many of the individuals whose identities
were used did not reside in California and were thus ineligible for benefits from EDD.

In the applications, the defendants used mailing addresses that were under their control,
or under the control of their family and friends. EDD approved more than 50 of the
fraudulent claims and authorized Bank of America to mail out EDD debit cards
containing benefits. The defendants then obtained these debit cards and used them to
withdraw the benefits at ATMs throughout California and to make direct purchases, all
for their own benefit. The scheme resulted in EDD paying out more than $1 million.

In addition to the mail fraud scheme, Campbell pleaded guilty to possessing a firearm
after having been convicted of a felony.



This case is the product of an investigation by the U.S. Postal Inspection Service, the
Department of Labor — Office of Inspector General, and the EDD — Investigation Division.
Assistant U.S. Attorneys Jessica Delaney and Justin Lee are prosecuting the case.

Campbell is scheduled to be sentenced by U.S. District Judge Daniel J. Calabretta on
Aug. 7, 2025. Campbell faces a maximum statutory penalty of 20 years in prison and a
$250,000 fine for the count of mail fraud and faces a maximum statutory penalty of 10
years in prison and a $250,000 fine for the count of firearm possession. The actual
sentence, however, will be determined at the discretion of the court after consideration
of any applicable statutory factors and the Federal Sentencing Guidelines, which take
into account a number of variables.

Pasley is scheduled to be sentenced by Judge Calabretta on June 26, 2025. Pasley faces
a maximum statutory penalty of 20 years in prison and a $250,000 fine for each count of
conspiracy and mail fraud, and a mandatory, consecutive two-year prison term for
aggravated identity theft. The actual sentence, however, will be determined at the
discretion of the court after consideration of any applicable statutory factors and the
Federal Sentencing Guidelines, which take into account a number of variables.

This effort is part of a California COVID-19 Fraud Enforcement Strike Force operation,
one of five interagency COVID-19 fraud strike force teams established by the U.S.
Department of Justice. The California Strike Force combines law enforcement and
prosecutorial resources in the Eastern and Central Districts of California and focuses on
large-scale, multistate pandemic relief fraud perpetrated by criminal organizations and
transnational actors. The strike forces use prosecutor-led and data analyst-driven teams
to identify and bring to justice those who stole pandemic relief funds.
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