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Additional Charges Brought Against Clinton Man and
Fitchburg Man
BOSTON – A federal grand jury in Worcester brought additional charges against a Clinton man and
Fitchburg man in connection with their involvement in an employment tax and mail fraud scheme.
Juliano Fernandes, 39, of Clinton, and Anderson Dos Santos, 36, of Fitchburg, were charged in a
superseding indictment on Thursday, Feb. 25, 2021. The superseding indictment charges Fernandes
with two counts of false statements and charges Dos Santos with two counts of filing a false tax
return. In January 2021, Fernandes was charged with 11 counts of failure to pay over employment
taxes and two counts of mail fraud and Dos Santos was charged with one count of mail fraud.
According to the superseding indictment, Fernandes made two false statements to the Department of
Labor in August 2017 concerning the value of property he owned in Lunenburg, Mass. and that he
never had any responsibility or control over the payroll for Force Corporation. In addition, Dos
Santos was charged with two counts of filing a false and fraudulent tax return related to his 2013 and
2014 personal tax returns.
According to charging documents, Fernandes exercised management and control over Force
Corporation and AB Construction, both Massachusetts-based construction companies. Between
2015 and 2017, Fernandes willfully failed to account for and pay over employment taxes for Force
Corporation and AB Construction to the Internal Revenue Service. In addition, from approximately
April 2013 through January 2017, Fernandes allegedly engaged in a scheme to defraud worker’s
compensation insurance carriers for Force Corporation by misrepresenting the number of employees
and amount of wages paid to its employees. Similarly, from approximately December 2013 through
April 2016, Fernandes and Dos Santos engaged in a scheme to defraud worker’s compensation
insurance carriers for AB Construction by misrepresenting the number of employees and amount of
wages paid to its employees.
The charge of mail fraud provides for a sentence of up to 20 years in prison, three years of supervised
release and a fine of $250,000. The charges of failure to pay over employment taxes and making a
false statement each provide for a sentence of up to five years in prison, three years of supervised
release and a fine of $250,000. The charge of filing a false tax return provides for a sentence of up to
three years in prison, three years of supervised release and a fine of $250,000. Sentences are
imposed by a federal district court judge based upon the U.S. Sentencing Guidelines and other
statutory factors.
United States Attorney Andrew E. Lelling; Ramsey E. Covington, Acting Special Agent in Charge of
Internal Revenue Service’s Criminal Investigation; Michael Mikulka, Special Agent in Charge of
Department of Labor, Office of Inspector General, Office of Investigations; and Anthony DiPaolo,
Chief of Investigations of the Insurance Fraud Bureau of Massachusetts made the announcement.
Assistant U.S. Attorney John T. Mulcahy of Mendell’s Worcester Branch Office is prosecuting the
case.

The details contained in the charging documents are allegations. The defendants are presumed
innocent unless and until proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt in a court of law.
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